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VI.

BOOK NEWS

Joachim Remak, A Very Civil War.

The Swiss Sonderbund War of .1847.

Foreword by James M. McPherson: Boulder, CO: Westview Press, 1993.
Pp. 220; 60 illustrations. $24.95.

A Very Civil War is the dramatic but little-known story of Switzerland's

civil war of 1847, the Sonderbundkrieg. This conflict, as ·much as any other
single event, inspired the revolutionaries of 1848 to action. As the German poet
Ferdinand Freilgrath wrote at the time: "In the Alpine highlands was the first

shot fired. What now, we still are waiting. But I know that there will be, a new ·
burst of liberty. " - A detailed review will follow.

Charles M. Vogler et al., Descendants of Philiru> Christophe Vogler. Camden,
ME: Picton Press, 1994. Pp. 1024 (est.) Release date: July, 1994.

This work chronicles the story of the Vogler family in North America and
is the work of many hands. Professor Vogler, a specialist in 17th century French
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literature at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, traces the history of
the Vogler family up to 1742. As a result of his effort he discovered with the
assistance of Augustin Maissen, his colleague and friend, the family's ancestor.
"There was of course a good measure of serendipity in the course of these
events," he writes, "that finally made it possible to establish the Swiss origin of
Philipp Christoph's family. But none of it would probably have come to pass
without the concerned friendship,

enthusiasm,

professional

skill"

and

determination of Augustin Maissen.

Meinrad Pichler, Auswanderer.

Von Vorarlberg in die USA 1800-1938.

Bregenz, Vorarlberg: Autoren Gesellschaft, 1993. Pp. 404; 211 illustrations.

Between 1850 and 1938 some 5,000 people emigrated from Vorarlberg,
a region that borders on Switzerland in the west and on Germany in the north.
A systematic account of this emigration movement forms the first part of
this well-crafted work which is based on interviews, archival sources, letters, and
a·vast array of secondary works. An inclusive "Register of Emigrants" (pp. 284401) gives, as far as known, the "name, the year of emigration, birth and death
date and place, arrival in America, occupation before and after emigration, the
genealogical relationship to other emigrants, spouse, children, and other
noteworthy information" (p. 284).
reproduced and well annotated.

The pictorial material is beautifully

Historian, genealogists, as well as general

readers will find this work to be scholarly, informative, and captivating by its
felicitous mix of general and personal data.
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